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National 
Curriculum: the 
aspiration

‘A high-quality languages education should foster 
pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of 
the world. 

The teaching should enable pupils to express their 
ideas and thoughts in another language and to 
understand and respond to its speakers, both in 
speech and in writing. 

It should also provide opportunities for them to 
communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways 
of thinking and read great literature in the original 
language. 

Language teaching should provide the foundation 
for learning further languages, equipping pupils to 
study and work in other countries.’



Primary languages: 
the reality

What language did you do at primary school?

‘A little French/Spanish.’

Was it any use in Year 7?

‘No.’

Have you ever talked at school about your family 
language?

‘No.’

The home languages of a Year 7 
class in Birmingham



Our Aims

Curiosity and excitement: why languages are as they are, why they are 
similar and different.

Structural understanding: how languages work, individually and 
collectively.

Celebration of linguistic and cultural diversity: the value of 
multilingualism.

The importance of languages: their relation to and involvement in other 
subjects.



WoLLoW Lessons
A course for KS2 and 

a course for KS3
 



Links

1. What do you notice?                   2. What similarities and differences can you spot?        
3. What is the German for "day"?         4.  What is the Chinese character for the number 4?



1.  What do you notice?

2.  What similarities and differences can  you spot?

3. Why is there no 0 for Hebrew or Roman numerals?

4. Look carefully at Western Arabic and Western 
Europe. Can you see a link between the numbers 
1, 2 and 3?

5. How might you write 11 in numerals in these 
languages?

6. Do you know any others to add to the grid?

Patterns





Τηλεφωνη

What does this mean?



Multilingual Manchester



Feroz and his 
languages.



WoLLoW in School

Donna Horspool from Hamstead Hall 
Academy, Birmingham



A key driver for this curriculum is for leaders to tackle stereotypical career-
based destinations and broaden pupil’s understanding of the global job 
market.

Spoken confidence and social confidence of all pupils is essential in order to 
compete in the world beyond the school gates. 

Academic self concept needs nurturing during the transition period.

We wish to raise pupil’s aspirations and increase the uptake of HHCL, 
broadening the examination offer to reflect the community that the school 
serves.



A reminder of what WoLLoW does

• Curiosity and excitement: why languages are as they are, why they 
are similar and different.

• Structural understanding: how languages work, individually and 
collectively.

• Celebration of linguistic and cultural diversity: the value of 
multilingualism.

• The importance of languages: their relation to and involvement in 
other subjects.

Our WoLLoW offers an enriched experience: a curriculum that is 
characterised by regular dialogue, including thought sharing, helping 
prepare confident speakers for the future



Easily adapted resources: 
Oracy assessment and 
progress



: 



What the students say!
• Yr 7 pupils articulate the purpose of WOLLOW lessons, they say their learning about each other gives value 

to all of the languages spoken by their peers and their work celebrates the diversity of their school 
community.

• Yr 7 pupils say that racist incidents in school are rare, this is not the case outside of school. They describe 
Birmingham as an unfriendly city; however, their knowledge of the whole city is very limited in order to 
balance this opinion. They struggle to name other areas of the city or describe the differences between 
areas. Further exploration of the whole city could help to readdress this shared view and tackle 
stereotypical responses limited by pupils’ immediate experiences.    April, 2025

• Yr 7 pupils enjoy the presentation assessments about their own language and culture. Pupils have enjoyed 
preparing for these tasks with their parents to learn more about their heritage.

• Some pupils aligned their lessons in WOLLOW with geography lessons characterised by, thinking time, 
supportive discussion, making connection to the world and other subjects.

• Pupils suggest that the lessons are oracy rich, and they have enjoyed debates about their city , in 
particular, the bin strike and its impact on their community!

• Pupils report to  be excited about dressing in their cultural attire and celebrating ‘culture  day’ in front of 
their parents and wider community.       April, 2026



Staff testimonials:
“Pupils demonstrate strong engagement when discussing their home languages and when exploring the cultural and 
ethnic diversity of their local area, and reflecting on the etymological roots of language” Miss Cockcroft

“The Wollow curriculum has had a positive impact on my class as students have grown more confident in sharing 
sentimental memories about their cultures and identity. The lessons inspire curiosity and inquisitiveness in a way that 
fosters a sense of belonging and togetherness where students can take pride in learning about their local community 
and other communities”Miss Bhatoe

“WOLLOW has been a lesson that I have really enjoyed teaching over the past year. It has allowed me as an MFL 
teacher to really highlight the importance of languages and make the students proud of their community languages. 
The lessons are more animated than a usual curriculum lesson as the students are allowed to be inquisitive and 
discuss ideas presented.  The students in my class contribute excellently and have made presentations about their 
community languages which have been a pleasure to listen to. I have encouraged the class to take their presentations 
home to share with their families. It was lovely to see the class engaging with it and I even have students ask if they 
could present in their community language.
I think it is really important that we create these opportunities for students to celebrate their background and heritage. 
Language is impactful on so many subject areas and giving the students the opportunity to celebrate this has created a 
lot of self-pride and determination” Miss Beech      April 2026



School Improvement Partner: Review
“Teachers recognise the importance of celebrating pupil’s own languages as a resource and not as pupils see 
them as a ‘secret code’. Bringing home languages into school validates their importance, this is key to 
building pupils’ pride in Birmingham”

“Teacher pupil relationships are key to creating an environment where pupils will take risks and speak out in 
front of their peers. There are some examples where more challenging pupils are engaging in WOLLOW in a 
much more positive way than in their other subjects”

“Well done to all involved, a brave undertaking that is ambitious for the school’s community and the wider 
educational landscape”

          H.W April 2025



Research into WoLLoW

Sophie Vauzour

University of East Anglia 



The study- 
methods

• Explored pupils' responses to a term of WoLLoW- one 
hour a week

• Three year 5 classes in two schools (one independent, 
one comprehensive)

• Four semi-structured focus groups (31 pupils 
interviewed)- safe peer environment allowing for follow-
up and clarifications

• Reflexive Thematic Analysis (Braune and Clarke)- 
themes generated using the central organising 
concepts of Self-Determination Theory (Deci and Ryan, 
2000), Schema Theory (Crowley 2022), and Culturally 
and Linguistically Responsive Practice (Hollie, 2011).

• Limitations: small scale study, convenience sample

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09571736.2025.2591315

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09571736.2025.2591315


Results-
Pupils’ 
voices 
on WoLLoW 
and 
languages

• A meaningful and motivating experience that goes 
far beyond preparing for future work and travel

• An expression of wonder, curiosity and excitement 
about exploring new secret codes, the people and 
cultures behind them and the connections to own 
sense of self

• Enhanced motivation to learn languages explored 
through the programme

• Unrealistic expectations of linguistic competences at 
school level (both monolingual and multilingual 
children)

• Need for competence therefore often 
frustrated (link to decreased motivation) 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09571736.2025.2591315

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09571736.2025.2591315


Results
Pupils’ voices 
on multilingualism

• Both EAL and monolingual pupils felt that home 
languages belong to the private spere

• Embarrassment and discomfort at the thought 
of sharing this in school

• The higher the level of competence, the less 
likely to be shared in school

• EAL pupils tend to evaluate their linguistic 
competence in terms of deficit

• Monolingual pupils sometimes expressed 
suspicion towards the competence of EAL peers 
(or under evaluating competence)

• Before WoLLoW, no opportunity to talk about 
home languages in a meaningful way

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09571736.2025.2591315

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09571736.2025.2591315


Results- 
WoLLoW as an 
opportunity to 
celebrate 
multilingualism 
and 
multiculturalism

• A safe and positive space where linguistic 
richness is valued

• No expectation of performance

• Home/heritage languages as part of the 
curriculum- a trigger to share

• Monolingual pupils expressed surprise and 
enthusiasm about their peers' multilingualism

• Helpful to unpick unconscious biais or 
stereotypes: ‘I wouldn't, like, relate them to that 
language. So, I think it's really cool.’

• Provide positive and relatable role models (need 
for relatedness)

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09571736.2025.2591315

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09571736.2025.2591315


SEND
Inclusion

Partnerships



What patterns can 
you spot?

HINT:

• Look at A to J. Compare it with K to T.

• Now compare A to E with U to Z (but 
not W)

• Why do you think W is the odd one out?

• What do you think happens in 
languages with accents or umlauts? 
(Such as German ü or French é?)



Well, fancy 
that: 
the words of 
Mukhtar.

‘I remember in one class I was teaching, there was a 
whole table of kids, who were sat next to each other 
for almost half a year, but it was not until our 
sessions together that they found out that they all 
spoke the same language, Farsi! 

This is one example of many that demonstrate this 
huge disconnect between personal linguistic identity 
and school, and it has really opened my eyes to the 
need for more linguistic education of the type that 
WoLLoW offers.’



Accessing Resources



What we offer: Primary



What we offer: Secondary



WoLLoW does….

• Curiosity, exploration, thinking, sharing – fun!

• Literacy

• Oracy

• Equality 

• Diversity

• Inclusion

• Empire, migration

• History, Geography, RE, Maths, science

• EAL/multilingualism/family languages

• Cultural understanding/community cohesion: ‘It’s a 
civic issue’

• SEND

• Partnerships

• Enthusiasm for languages – and language take-up.



How WoLLoW Could Work in Your School?

● Follow the Scheme of Work with a weekly lesson: KS2 or KS3.

● Add WoLLoW to your languages provision.

● Take WoLLoW as a tool for improving literacy and add it to your literacy or English provision.

● Add WoLLoW to your PSHE curriculum.

● Work on a rotation with languages.

● Use WoLLoW as the basis for partnership with other schools: senior pupils teaching younger pupils.

● Use WoLLoW resources at particular time of the year: start of Year 7, post exams, post-SATS, post 11+.

● Use WoLLoW resources for language and cultural celebration events.

● Start up a language or linguistics club.

● Share with parents.
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Accessing WoLLoW Resources

Free, accessible and adaptable –

and anyone can teach it.

www.theworldoflanguages.co.uk

Abbie: adean@norwich-school.org.uk

John: johnclaughton1204@gmail.com

Follow us on LinkedIn

In-person WoLLoW conference at Highgate 
School on June 3rd.

http://www.theworldoflanguages.co.uk/
mailto:adean@norwich-school.org.uk
mailto:adean@norwich-school.org.uk
mailto:adean@norwich-school.org.uk
mailto:johnclaughton1204@gmail.com
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